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AVOID ME

STAGE OPENS. OFFICER BROWN’S OFFICE, HE SEEMS TO BE SETTLED FOR THE DAY’S JOB. 

VOICE:

It is Friday. Officer Brown is settled for the day’s job while at the same time perfecting plans for the weekend.

JUST THEN, HIS PHONE RINGS. HE PICKS AND FINDS OUT IT IS HIS WIFE THEN FROWNS

BROWN: (whispers to the audience) It is my wife.

Hello.

Of course, I know it’s you now but what did you expect? 
That I should jump at you for disturbing my work this early morning.

Sorry? Don’t be. So, to what do I owe this call?

(Laughs – scornful)

ABOUT THEN, MADAM BIBI COMES IN UN-ANNOUNCED. BROWN BRIGHTENS UP WAVING HER OVER
Yes, I am listening

My dear, you no dey pity person? How do you expect me to come home 
fortnightly with the chunk of work on my desk?

Yes, yes, I know we agreed but it doesn’t work that way anymore. In fact, the boss has just sent me a fresh signal from HQ. (Blows a kiss Bibi’s way) I will talk
to you later dear.

I know. And I love you too. Byeeee.

Aaaah! The children, she’s dropped.

BIBI: 
Who was that?
BROWN: My wife of course or are you jealous?

BIBI:
Jealous ke, no o.

BROWN: You shouldn’t be, after all I am not jealous of your husband

BIBI: 
Put that aside, I am leaving

BROWN: So quick! Why?

BIBI:
 I have quite a lineup for today and in any case, you’re not in my agenda until
Saturday.

BROWN: I know but …
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BIBI:
The only “but” there is has to do with the money you promised me.

BROWN: I haven’t forgotten, but it will have to wait till later today, say from 2 PM.

BIBI: Simple. Since I can’t return here today, I will send Moji in the afternoon to collect
it for me.
BROWN: Moji! Your daughter?

BIBI: Yes, do you have any problem with that?

BROWN: Of course not. I was only worrying about the money, but I guess she’ll be
careful enough.

BIBI: She’s a careful girl. Ok, see you tomorrow (KISSES HIM)

BROWN: Sure. Same place, same time.

BROWN BACK ON HIS SEAT. LEAVES THRU’ A DAILY AS DESK PHONE RINGS

BROWN: Yes!


What did she say her name is?


Ooh! Yes, send her in.

ZINI, 28, SUCCINT, CATWALKS INTO BROWN’S OFFICE WHILE HE WATCHES IN ADMIRATION

BROWN: Ziiini. You look so beautiful and as radiant as ever.

ZINI: Thank you.

BROWN: (pecks her) If you give me just a minute, we’ll be out of here in a jiffy.

BROWN CHECKS THE CONTENTS OF HIS BRIEFCASE WITH PARTICULAR ATTENTION TO THE CASH WHICH HE PROMPTLY PICKS AND POCKETS. THEY EXIT
INTERLUDE

HIV MAN: (TO THE AUDIENCE) You saw that?


So, where are they off to? To have a good time?

This early morning? Na wah o. 


It was too early for Officer Brown to talk to his wife over the phone, but not too
early to take Zini out. You see, he even forgot to ask after his kids. (laughs!)


Me! I just pity them all. You know why?


Don’t worry, I’ll tell you why.


You see, they may be foolish like those before them not to AVOID ME.

They may take me for granted shrouded in their myths,



Then, they’ll be sorry.
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ATTEMPTS TO LEAVE THE STAGE… HESITATES, TAKES A FEW STEPS BACK AND TALKS TO THE AUDIENCE ONE MORE TIME.

HIV MAN: You know what?

I can keep vigil on them and

I’ll be back to gist you

CURTAIN

STN 2. OFFICER BROWN’S OFFICE, PM AS BROWN RETURNS WITHOUT ZINI

VOICE: 
Hours later, Officer Brown returns to the office

BROWN: My goodness, I am tired. Guess I have to stop doing this. Seems it is affecti…

KNOCK ON THE DOOR, BROWN USHERS MOJI IN. SHE’S SEDUCTIVELY DRESSED.

Yes, Come in

MOJI: Good afternoon uncle

BROWN: (Brightens up) Aah! Moji 


     Come, Come, Come


     Give Uncle a hug.

MOJI: Thank you sir (THEY HUG BUT BROWN HOLDS ON)


Excuse me sir

BROWN: Ooh! Sorry (LETS GO)


     How’re your parents?

MOJI: They’re fine Sir, Mommy said I should see you for some money.

BROWN: True, True (PULLS 20K OUT AND LAYS IT ON HIS DESK, MOVES

                 ROUND THE DESK TO MOJI)


     That’s the money; you’ll take it on your way out. Meanwhile, (BROWN ON

                 MOJI) what are you doin’ this…..

MOJI: (JUST CHUCKLING, NOT QUITE RESISTING BROWN)

            No Sir, no sir

BROWN: No? (HE MOVES AWAY. GETS BACK TO HIS DESK, PULLS OUT A

                10K PACK, DROPS IT ALONGSIDE KIKI’S)

    That’s your Mom’s and this could be yours Moji, it’s your decision.

MOJI: How much is in there?

BROWN: Ten
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MOJI: Ten Thousand! Don’t you think that’s too much? (GRABS IT THOUGH)

BROWN: Certainly not, indeed there’ll be more after tonight.

STN 3. VILLAGE SQUARE ABOUT 4:30 PM. TWO YOUNG LADIES GOSSIP AS A VILLAGE ELDER WALKS IN ON THEM. (GIRL ONE DRAGS 2 TO CENTRE STAGE).

DEDEVI: Tell me something, is it really true?

KOKOVI: Of course, it is. Have I ever lied to you?

DEDEVI: Not really, but you know, I want to be sure that I heard right.

KOKO: Quote me. I saw Bibi and Officer Brown checking into the Hotel room and my

                   colleague at the counter confirmed it wasn’t the first time.

DEDEVI: Ok, but how come it was your first time of seeing them

KOKOVI: You know now that I only work in the kitchen and usually not allowed in

                   the lobby or near the rooms’ area.

                   As a matter of fact, my colleague said the officer came in the previous day

                   with someone he called Moji and whose description fitted Bibi’s daughter,

DEDEVI: Moji, our friend! That is a LIE

KOKOVI: Please don’t quote me on that as I didn’t see with my own eyes but then, I

                   trust the words of Yebovi.

DEDEVI: That means Officer Brown is sleeping with both Bibi and her daughter!

VILLAGE ELDER(DEDEVI’s Dad): Dede, what did you just say?

(CAUGHT UNAWARES, THE TWO GIRLS ARE JUMPY)

STN 4. HOME OF THE BAZUAYES. INT, EARLY EVEN., BOSE 12 YEAR OLD BARGES INTO THE FRONT ROOM, CLEARS THE AIR AND SNEAKS INTO THE CORNER THERE TO RECOUNT HER LOOT. AS SHE DOES THAT, BIG SISTER, DEDEVI WALKS IN ON HER.

DEDEVI: What are you doing there? (BOSE TURNS ROUND, MONEY BEHIND

                 HER)


     Bose, what are you hiding?

                 Bose!!

SHE DROPS THE MONEY BEHIND HER BUT GOOD ENOF FOR BIG SISTER TO SEE.

What is this? Bose, where did you get all this money?


Answer me or I’ll get Dad

BOSE: Dad? No, Please. I’ll tell you. Uncle Brown gave it to me

DEDEVI: This much? For what?

BOSE: Please sister, please don’t tell Dad.
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DEDEVI: For what, IDIOT


     What did you sell to him that he gave you this kind of money?


     Answer me (BOSE IS JUST CRYING NOW)


     Ooh, Ok. Tell me, did he make love to you?

BOSE NODS. BIG SISTER IS LIVID. AFTERWARDS…..

DEDEVI: Aah, Mo gbe o. Tope what have you done to yourself? At this age! I can’t

believe this.

For how long has this been going on?

BOSE: It was the first time, I promise.

DEDEVI: First Time? First time enh! What led you to it?

BOSE: It’s not me; it was Felicia, my classmate that begged me to drop a note for Uncle

Brown……

DEDEVI: Enof! Enough of bad rubbish

You’re coming to Dad. (DRAGS HER OUT)

HIV MAN POPS ON STAGE FROM THE OTHER DIRECTION, SCORNFUL LAUGHTER. FACES THE AUDIENCE
HIV MAN: People, na wah! O


       Can you imagine that Officer Brown also had it with a 12 year old? In fact, I

       have seen situations where younger girls are involved, and I have no

       apologies to say to you people that your world is rotten.

       Nobody seems to care anymore but that doesn’t take away the fact that

       there’s me to deal with, even if you now have a solution to cousin VVF. You

       have me to contend with, there’s no cure yet.
       By the way, do you remember Zini? I did promise to update you, didn’t I?

       Both Officer Brown and Zini were somewhere in town, first they had a meal

       and then, they did it.

       Did they avoid me? That’s a big question.

       Let me just say at this point that they had no protection whatsoever, taking

       me for granted and that’s foolish.

STN 5. THE BAZUAYES’ HOME. MR & MRS BAZUAYE IN LR, DISCUSSING THE BIBI, MOJI AND OFFICER BROWN’S GOSSIP

MRS BAZUAYE: Hmm! But Baba Bose, this is difficult to believe o. That Mama Moji
is involved with another man?

MR BAZUAYE: To be honest with you, it was difficult for me at first too, but not
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anymore. Not after speaking to her husband.
MRS BAZUAYE: You did? 

MR BAZUAYE: Yes, I did but he was non-challant

MRS BAZUAYE: He was? Ok, who is the man?

MR BAZUAYE: Officer Brown

MRS BAZUAYE: Yeee! That man? Are You sure?

MR BAZUAYE: Sure? In fact, there’s more and this to me, is the hardest part of it.

MRS BAZUAYE: Is She pregnant for him?

MR BAZUAYE: Pregnant ke? You know her daughter, Moji

MRS BAZUAYE: Yes. Yes, what happened to her?

MR BAZUAYE: She’s also having an affair with Brown

MRS BAZUAYE: Iro ni. It’s a LIE

MR BAZUAYE: Better believe it.

JUST THEN, BIG SISTER PUSHES BOSE IN, STILL CRYING

MR BAZUAYE: What! What is the matter?

DEDEVI: Daddy, you’ll be shocked

MR BAZUAYE: Shocked? Why? What happened?

DEDEVI: (TO BOSE) Talk now. Tell them what happened.

MRS BAZUAYE: Will either of you tell us what’s going on here before I lose my head.

DEDEVI: (GRABBING AND SHOWING THE MONEY TOPE IS HIDING

BEHIND HER)

See this money.

MRS BAZUAYE: (JUMPY NOW) Where did she get this from? Stole it?

MR BAZUAYE: Shut up woman and let the girl talk. Oya go on ojare

DEDEVI: Bose got this money from Uncle Brown, the officer

MR BAZUAYE: Brown? What for?

MRS BAZUAYE: Yes. What did Brown give her the money for?

DEDEVI: (NOW CRYING) He, he, he had sex with her

MR BAZUAYE: He had what?

MRS BAZUAYE: Yeepa, mo gbe o (SHE COLLAPSES AND FAINTS, EVEN AS

       HUBBY BOLTS OUT IN RAGE, LIKE A THUNDER.

       DESTINATION: BROWN’S

DEDEVI: Mommy, Mommy.

CURTAIN AS DEDEVI AND BOSE HIT THE FLOOR IN TEARS TO ATTEND TO MOTHER.

‘2 WEEKS LATER’

STN 6. HIV MAN COMES FROM WITHIN, CHANTING “AVOID ME”

HIV MAN: Aavooid me, Aavooid me, Aavooid me, I say
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       By the way, e kuu le o


        It’s been 2 weeks since Mr. Bazuaye descended on Officer Brown for, for….

        you know.

        I am sure you’d like an update on that. Two things immediately happened.


        1. Officer Brown ran away from the community and also from his duty post

             at the office.

        2. Taking a cue from the local Health Counselor, Mr. Bazuaye took both his
daughters, Bose and her elder sister for HIV test. The results are out and I 
am sure you want to know what the results say.


I can’t tell you o, but I do know someone who will. That’s Mr. Bazuaye


himself.

He’s called a meeting of the community; let’s see what he has up his

sleeves.

STN 7. VILLAGE SQUARE MEETING, FOLKS COME IN FROM ALL ANGLES SOLEMNLY, EXCHANGE GREETINGS IN LOW TONES AS THEY SIT. FINALLY…

BAZUAYE: My people, I greet you.

I have invited you here for a very important matter, one capable of re-
 defining our lives in this community.

I can tell you authoritatively that we have in our community, the prevalence of a communicable disease that has no cure, it is terminal. I am not pointing an accusing finger at anyone, at least not yet, but at this point, I call on my own daughter who has a story to tell us to take the stage. Bosede.

BOSE: (COURAGEOUS) With due respect, I greet everyone here present.


I stand here to share with you a personal experience of the last two weeks of my

life. To say this period has been a nightmare is an understatement. At a particular

stage, I had hoped that it was a mere dream and begged God to wake me up, so it could be over, but today, I face realities, knowing I haven’t been dreaming. (BEGINS TO SOB)

I got myself involved in a shameful act that de-flowered me and until then, that’s a little over 2 weeks ago.. I was a virgin. I take full responsibility for my action but I dare say that a friend of mine also here present put me on the spot. Though that single occasion is the only time I have had sex, it didn’t lead to just the loss of my virginity, but has also left me HIV positive.

AS BOSE CRIES UNCONTROLABLY AT THIS POINT, MR BAZUAYE, BOSE’S DAD MOVES IN, HOLDS HER BY HER SHOULDER AND CONSOLES HER.
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MR BAZUAYE: What Tope is telling you is that she is HIV positive despite the fact that it was her first and only sexual experience.

Now that my family has cast the first stone and on ourselves, let me go ahead to tell you what Bose has not told you. 

Officer Brown, the man some of you probably know I chased about with a piece of cutlass 2 weeks ago is the man who de-flowered my girl… (CLOSE TO TEARS)

He escaped from the community since then. In that time, I have taken Bose to a hospital, where a few days ago, she was tested for HIV. We got the result yesterday and you already know what it says.

However, Bose is only one girl out of many that Brown has touched in this community. Since it is apparent that Bose was infected by Brown, it is most likely that his other women are already infected. They need to know their status early, so they can at least live well for as long as the almighty will allow.

At this point, I throw the stage open for those that may want to confess a sexual relationship with Brown. This is important as a first step to a VCT and preventing further spread of the dreadful disease.

MAN: What is VCT?

BAZUAYE: VCT Stands for Voluntary counseling and testing. It is a procedure that

          leads to knowing one’s HIV status. It is voluntary.

MAN: Hmm! Women, Ladies, confess now o.


Because me too, I don hear say some women in this village dey befriend

Officer Brown. Make I talk?

BAZUAYE: No, not yet. I’ll wait one minute.

(ONE MINUTE PASSES BY, ABSOLUTE SILENCE. NO VOLUNTEER)

Anyone ready?

None? Ok. Since no one is talking, let me…….

BAZUAYE FREEZES AS OFFICER BROWN QUIETLY SURFACES, TAKING A LEAD FROM BAZUAYE, ALL EYES TURN TO BROWN AS THE YOUTH MOVE IN TO MOB HIM. BUT FOR BAZUAYE’S ‘NO’

BAZUAYE: No, nothing of sort. (STILL SILENCE THEN)

BROWN: I owe the whole community an eternal apology and I hope you’ll find it

     possible to forgive me. I thank Mr. Bazuaye, and by extension, all of you, for

     your understanding. If you beat me up, I deserve it, indeed much more than
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    that.

    I have returned here today on a double confession mission. First, to confirm

    what I heard Mr. Bazuaye saying about the fact that HIV has no cure and to

    disperse the myth that an infected man can be cured by sleeping with a virgin. 
I am a living example of it’s failure. This wrong belief actually led me to         having sexual intercourse with two young virgins in this community. You already heard about Bose but there’s her friend, Felicia who brought her to me.

VILLAGERS: Aaah! (AS FELICIA RUNS OUT OF THE GATHERING)

BROWN:
It is a myth and I am sorry

In the last two weeks, I have come to realize how un-wise I had been. I found it difficult to accept the facts surrounding HIV/AIDS and have behaved irresponsibly, thereby further spreading the virus.

ELDER: Officer Brown, we have heard you, but this one be like campaign after election. Tell us; is it true that you dated Bibi?

BROWN: (hesitatingly) Regrettably, yes.

ELDER: And her daughter, Moji?

BROWN: I have asked for forgiveness and …

ELDER: (ANGERED) Answer my question Brown

BROWN: Yes

ELDER: Eewo.
ENDE

