MIDNIGHT STEAM - RADIO VERSION
ANCHORS, MATURED ELDERLY MALE VOICE, BABA AND A YOUNGER AND FEMALE VOICE, BISI ON SET. SERVE COFFEE AND STIR, THEN TAKE SIPS (ALL SOUND EFFECTS).

BABA: Yes. This is good as usual

BISI: Can’t be better sir and thank you for a good start.

BABA: You’re welcome

BISI: Sir, we’re looking at the story of Senapong Williams today. From your earlier brief, Sena             taught Mathematics at the only High School in his rural community, and had risen over a 5 year period to become Head tutor of Mathematics. 
You left off on the fact that Sena had reached the decision to migrate to the city of Lagos in search of better opportunities.

BABA: Smart girl. Yes, leaving Aduke, his girlfriend of 3 years behind in the village, Sena arrives Lagos into the waiting arms of Bayo his high school soul mate who seemed to have prepared the grounds for his relocation. By the way, Bayo who after high school had proceeded to obtain a university degree in Banking and Finance is doing very well at a bank in Lagos.
BISI: Bayo married?

BABA: No. I guess it would have been a little more difficult, both economically and socially to spare-head Sena’s relocation venture if he were, especially when you find the amount of time and devotion he gave to Sena in the first month or so. It actually was Sena’s first visit to Lagos and was he excited! 
By the way, listen to this and audio tape of both friends.
BABA PLAYS TAPE
SENA: Bayo, na wah o.

BAYO: What is it?

SENA: It’s all about Lagos. It sure is a fine place to be.

BAYO: True, but…….

SENA: (cuts in) The roads; the traffic; the buildings; the people, ever excited about one thing or the other. Tell you what, even the noise fascinates me. That village is like a ghost place compared to Lagos.

BAYO: You’re right in some ways, but….

SENA: You know what excites me the most?
BAYO: No, what?

SENA: The babes. Bayo, where do they come from? They’re all over the place and the way they dress! Hum!! They certainly can’t be compared to Aduke, my village girlfriend.

BAYO: Sena! Sena!! You’re better off keeping your distance. This is Lagos, not the village o.

SENA: Oh! I hear. By the way, is your friends’ party still on tomorrow night?

BAYO: Yes, why are you asking?

SENA: Bayo, I can’t wait to be there. My imagination is already running wild.

BABA PURSES TAPE
BABA: As you can sense Bisi, Sena caught the Lagos bug, big time. Seeing the party as a great opportunity to socially establish himself, he went all out and indeed got more and faster than he expected. Ekaete for example.

BABA PLAYS TAPE
 of party. Music, dancing, dialogue
EKAETE: I’d like to have another drink.

SENA: What?

EKAETE: Another drink.

SENA: Oooh! Me too.

BABA PURSES TAPE
BABA: Both sena and Ekaete got one more drink each, neck on neck moved out of the dance hall, even as Bayo’s voice cracks on the microphone for attention. Oblivious of happenings at the hall, Sena and Ekaete who just met same night settled down on a bench at the house garden.
The tape again. BABA PLAYS TAPE
SENA: It is quite airy and better out here.

EKAETE: (with a mouthful of beer) I agree, (gasps) and quite romantic too.

SENA: What are you suggesting?

EKAETE: Nothing really! Do you have anything in mind?

SENA: Hum um!

(THIS IS FOLLOWED BY A GRADUAL BUILD-UP OF MOANING!).

BABA: Hello! Are you here Bisi?

BISI: Yes sir, I am. I was just wondering……..
BABA: You don’t have to Bisi. The long and short of that bit is, they had sex.

BISI: Did they use any sort of protection? Especially that they’ve been drinking and total strangers to themselves.
BABA: Relax Bisi; the answers to your questions are on the tape.
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BABA PLAYS TAPE

SENA: That was good


EKAETE: Good! Sena, that’s an understatement.

That was the best I’ve had in a long time. You’re different Sena, you’re just the way I like it.

SENA: Thanks. That means I’ll see you again.

EKAETE: Certainly.
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BABA: By the next morning, Sena opens up to Bayo on the issue.

SENA: Morning Bayo.

BAYO: Heh! Sena, how are you doing?

SENA: I dey o, my brother.

BAYO: What are you up to? Water and coffee at one go. Seems to me you’re suffering from last night’s hangover.
SENA: Beyond that Bayo, I am still fantasizing over my encounter with Eka.

BAYO: Yeah! She sure is a beauty and a great dancer too. You both seemed to like each other. Are you likely seeing her again?

SENA: Of course yes. With what happened last night, I can’t let her off my grip. I desire her even more.
BAYO: What happened last night?

SENA: what kind of question is that? You know now.

BAYO: You mean…. You had sex?
SENA: Yes.

BAYO: You can’t be serious. Where? When? How?

Wait. Tell me you had protection.

SENA: what do you mean? Protection? How?

BAYO: CONDOM!! Did you at least use condom?

SENA: No of course

BAYO: Mo gbe ooo.

SENA What about it?

BAYO: what about it? Are you such a fool? You’ve just met this girl, know next to nothing about her and same night you went ahead to have sex with her! And without protection! Now, you ask me what about it?
SENA: (confused) Bayo, what are you talking about? Though we didn’t talk about it, indeed in our mood, we couldn’t have but I guess Eka is old enough to avoid getting pregnant.

BAYO: (screams) who is talking about getting pregnant. I am talking about HIV/AIDS, dummy.

SENA: HIV/AIDS?

BAYO: (calms) Yes, HIV/AIDS. You haven’t heard of it?

SENA: Of course, I have but is it such a big deal?

BAYO: My goodness Sena!
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Interlude

BAYO: Look sena, I had no intention to scare you or anything like that but the issue of HIV/AIDS is a serious one.

You don’t seem to know but it doesn’t change the fact that it is a terminal disease and there is no cure known. The end is death, no more, no less.
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BISI: Sir, is it really true there is no cure yet?

BABA: Of course Bisi, there is no cure yet, it explains the reason Bayo became upset with Sena.

Meanwhile, people infected with HIV may look and feel healthy for a long time that even people around them may not suspect their status. However, they can infect others even if they don’t look or feel sick

When people develop AIDS, they may get illnesses that most healthy people can withstand and that’s because the virus would have broken their natural body defenses making them vulnerable to little attacks.

BISI: This is serious. If I get you right, before a victim develops full blown AIDS, he or she mostly looks and feels healthy.

BABA: Yes.

BISI: Like…..

BABA: Yes Bisi, like you, and like me.

The only way to determine whether a person has HIV is to get tested for signs of the virus.

BISI: Sir, how exactly can one get infected?

BABA: Good question Bisi.

Let me start by saying HIV is NOT spread through everyday casual contact with an infected person such as hugging, handshaking, sharing of telephone, sitting next to each other and so on.
However, HIV is spread,

· By having vaginal, oral or anal sex with someone who has HIV.
· By having blood to blood contact with someone who has HIV.

· By sharing needles or syringes with someone who has HIV.

· During pregnancy, birth or breast feeding from a mother who has HIV to her baby.

Body fluids that transmit HIV are:
Semen, Blood, Vaginal fluid, Breast milk and other body fluids containing blood.

BISI: Hum! (Heavy breathing)

This is a serious matter.

BABA: Sure is.

Back to Bayo and Sena. Bayo was able to persuade Sena to a VCT.

BISI: What’s a VCT?

BABA: VCT stands for Voluntary Counseling and Testing, a voluntary process one goes through to determine his or her HIV status.

Oh, let me play you Sena’s tape at the VCT centre with Dr Roberts.

BABA PLAYS TAPE
ROBERTS: Sena, when exactly did you say the act took place?
SENA: Saturday night….. about 2 AM, actually that’s early Sunday morning.

ROBERTS: There are two things you should know here.

One, we are looking at some 24 hours after, it may be too early to get full and accurate results and so may have to wait a full week or even two.

The second point really is that you have a responsibility to persuade your partner… what’s her name again?
SENA: Eka, Ekaete.

ROBERTS: Yes, Ekaete, She needs to know her status, just like you. So, you have to persuade her to a VCT and I’ll tell you why. Either or both of you could have had HIV before the act and what’s most important at this stage is preventing a possible spread of the virus. 
SENA: Doctor, how do you stop the spread of HIV?

ROBERTS: First, one has to understand how HIV is spread in the first place which should make prevention easier.

Generally, HIV can be spread by having blood to blood contact or having vaginal, oral or anal sex with someone who has HIV virus. Others include sharing of sharp objects with someone who has the virus and also from a mother to her baby during pregnancy, birth or breast feeding.
Back to your question, prevention is best when people choose not to have sex, which is abstinence if unmarried and other sexually transmitted diseases (STDs).

You can hold hands; you can hug and respect each other.

If people must have sex outside of their regular partner, using latex condoms the right way every time greatly reduces the risk of HIV infections.
Drinking alcohol or taking drugs may impair peoples’ judgment and this could lead to doing things that increase HIV risk such as:
· Having sex without using a condom

· Or sharing needles and syringes
SENA: (more to self) What have I led myself into?

One moment of madness and a flash of emotion is about to end my entire life.

ROBERTS: Sena!

SENA: Truly sir, I regret ever departing the comfort of my village for the city. Aduke warned me but I wouldn’t listen to her. See me now.

ROBERTS: Who’s Aduke?

SENA: Aduke! She’s my girl in the village.

I probably should have listened to her. I also think if I wasn’t drinking the night of the party, I may have been more reasonable despite the lure of Eka.
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Interlude

BISI: Sir, was Sena able to persuade his partner, Ekaete to a VCT.
BABA: Yes, he did but it wasn’t easy especially as she constantly reminded Sena he was the village boy and she, the city girl and that he had nothing to teach her on HIV/AIDS.

In fact, she claimed there’s a singular cure for all STDs including the HIV which is a glass of one’s early morning urine collected mid-stream.

It was a task but Sena succeeded and got her to a VCT where they got pre-test counseling, got tested and got their post-test counseling before their results were released.

BISI: And how did they fare?

BABA: Can’t be described in words Bisi. Suffice it to say however that it was a time neither of them will forget while here on earth. Ever.
BISI: They tested positive then!

BABA: Let’s run through this bit first. It features Ekaete and her female counselor.
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(FC): Ok Ekaete. Your result is ready and you’ll get it in just a moment. Before then however we both need to look at a few things to prepare you for the result and life thereafter.

EKAETE: Mo Gbe o. I have tested positive.

FC: When someone tests positive, it means that person has the virus and when it is negative, it simply means the person doesn’t have the virus.
When someone tests positive and it is discovered early, there are professional care and support available by modern medicine to make such a person’s life easy to live. That’s not to say there are no challenges.

EKA: What challenges?

FC: An HIV positive person may have to cope with own guilt or bitterness towards the source of his or her infection.
Another is stigmatization from the society. However, people are learning fast and replacing discrimination with love and understanding.

Here is your result Ekaete.

BRIDGE
Sound Effects

BISI: She’s positive then!

BABA: Shhh! Lets hear Roberts on Sena.

ROBERTS: That’s so much for someone who tests positive, but when someone tests negative, meaning that person is not HIV infected, he or she is encouraged to maintain the status and live clean…..

SENA: Doctor, why is it difficult for you to tell me the truth. Sena has tested positive, isn’t it?
ROBERTS: That’s what you, Sena seem to have said, I haven’t said so and I am sure your result hasn’t either. Sena, here is your result.
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BISI: This is interesting and surprising as well. Sena turns negative while Ekaete, his sexual partner turns positive.

BABA: Not exactly. They both tested negative. It is only normal for counselors to lay down all the cards at post-test counseling irrespective of how the result turns. The shock there however….

BISI: There’s one. Tests were faulty?
BABA: Relax Bisi, none of those.

The shock was Bayo, Sena’s soulmate, he had tested positive even before Sena’s arrival. 
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